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Crystallographers 
This section is intended to be a series of short para- 
graphs dealing with the activities of crystallographers, 
such as their changes of position, promotions, as- 
sumption of significant new duties, honours etc. Items 
for inclusion, subject to the approval of the Co-editors, 
should be sent to The Executive Secretary, 2 Abbey 
Square, Chester CH1 2HU, England. 
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Verner Schomaker 1914-1997 

Verner Schomaker, possessor of one of 
the most critical and wide-ranging scien- 
tific intellects of our time, died of 
pancreatic cancer in Pasadena, Califor- 
nia on 30 March 1997. 

Every scientific question seemed to 
interest Verner and anyone with a knotty 
problem was welcome at his door. His 
memory was prodigious and when he 
encountered a problem he 'worried it' 
like a dog with a bone. He might not 
have all the insight he wanted when the 
question was first raised but he would 
not forget and sometimes returned to it 
years later. 

He was at once friendly, open, un- 
commonly generous and extremely 
bright. He was without peer as a one- 
to-one teacher. He is best known for his 
contributions in electron and X-ray dif- 
fraction. He thought that his most im- 
portant contribution had been in the early 
days of electron diffraction, for his 
development of techniques for the visual 
interpretation of the scattering of elec- 
trons by gas molecules. But he pub- 
lished in many other fields as well. His 
generous spirit, his penetrating intellect, 
his breadth of interests and curiosity, and 
his selflessness, led almost everyone 
within his orbit to use him as a consultant 
in fields covering diffraction, quantum 
mechanics, immunochemistry, NMR, 
spectroscopy, thermodynamics, and in- 
organic and organic chemistry. 

A native of Nebraska, he earned a BS 
from that state's University in 1934 and 
an MS in 1935. He then moved to 
Pasadena, where Pauling quickly recog- 
nized his uncommon qualities. He re- 
ceived a PhD in 1938 and the ACS 
Award in Pure Chemistry in 1949. He 
served as ACA President in 1961-1962. 
In 1958 he left academic work to join the 
Union Carbide Research Institute for 
seven years before joining the faculty 
of the Department of Chemistry at the 
University of Washington in Seattle. He 
served initially for five years as Chair, 
during an important time for faculty 
growth. He became Professor Emeritus 
in 1984. After retirement, he was also a 
Faculty Associate at Caltech. 
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has been awarded the MBE for services 
to science and engineering. 

New Commercial Products 
Announcements of new commercial products are pub- 
lished by the Journal of Applied Crystallography free 
of charge. The descriptions, up to 300 words or the 
equivalent if a figure is included, should give the price 
and the manufacturer's full address. Furl or partial in- 
clusion is subject to the Editor's approval and to the 
space available. All correspondence should be sent to 
the Editor, Professor A. M. Glazer, Editor Journal of 
Applied Crystallography, Clarendon Laboratoq4, Uni- 
versity of Oxford, Parks Road, Oxford OX1 3PU, En- 
gland. 

The International Union of Crystallography can as- 
sume no responsibility for the accuracy of the claims 
made. A copy of the version sent to the printer is sent 
to the company concerned. 
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Compact Micropositioner 

A compact micropositioner that com- 
bines two arcs and an X - Y  slide 
assembly into a small footprint for align- 
ing lasers, fiberoptics, laboratory and 
X-ray crystallography instruments is 
available from Charles Supper Com- 
pany, Inc. of Natick Massachusetts. 

The ultrapositioner features two gonio- 
metric arc assemblies concent r ica l ly  
stacked with a common center on an 
X - Y  base which can be mounted vir- 
tually anywhere. Featuring 30 ° cross- 
axis arc travel and 0.25 in total X - Y  
travel, the arcs have mounting holes 
which accept a variety of mirrors and 
accessories. 

Measuring only 1.200in tall by 
0.975 in wide (maximum), the fully ad- 
justable UltraPositioner has a Iockable 
X - Y  base. Supplied with a square 
socket and 6-spline drive key, it utilizes 
permanently lubricated nonmagnetic 
stainless steel drive screws and is 
machined from aluminium with a non- 
glare black anodized finish. 

UltraPositioners 

The UltraPositioner sells for US $ 995 
(list) assembled, or the arcs and X - Y  
slide can be supplied separately. These 
devices are manufactured in the USA. 
Literature is available upon request. 

Char les  Suppe r  Company,  Inc., D o n a l d  
E. Goodwin ,  VP Market ing,  15 Tech 
Circle, Natick, MA 01760,  USA (e-mai l :  
dg@char les -supper . com)  
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Freeze Dryers  

FTS Systems, Inc. is proud to offer a 
validateable sterilization system with all 
of its Freeze-Dryers. FTS, in cooperation 
with Steris Corporation, has integrated 
the patented vaporized hydrogen per- 
oxide sterilization system with its lyo- 
philizers. Hydrogen peroxide in the 
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Freeze dryer with hydrogen peroxide 
vapour sterilization 

vaporized form has been demonstrated 
to be a very effective low-temperature 
sterilant with unique characteristics. The 
H202 sterilization procedure is per- 
formed at room temperature in a few 
hours. Unlike many traditional steriliza- 
tion techniques, hydrogen peroxide has 
no harmful environmental effects. At the 
end of the sterilization cycle, the only 
byproducts are water vapor and oxygen. 
A complete sterilization requires only 3 
to 4 g of sterilant. Corrosion or material 
degradation is essentially nonexistent 
because of the low sterilant concentra- 
tion. 

FTS Systems,  P O  B O x  158, N e w  York 
12484, USA (e-mai l :  c r@f tssys tems.  
corn) 
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