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I joined the Steitz group as a postdoctoral fellow in 2003 and spent 5 incredible years under Tom’s 
mentorship. The ‘Yale years’ were formative in many ways and consequently had left a deep 
imprint on my career. Perhaps the most remarkable feature of Tom’s modus operandi was the he 
encouraged scientific freedom and independence of people who worked with him. Collaborative 
projects were often forged, and Tom would not be aware of such endeavors until after first 
scientific fruits were born. Herein, I will describe how one such collaboration that had been initiated 
while I was in Tom’s laboratory led me to a path of studying a set of intriguing basic scientific 
questions to this day [1-8]. The overall goal of these studies is to understand at the structural level 
how humans synthesize the amino acid selenocysteine and how is that amino acid incorporated 
into nascent selenoproteins.
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