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Where can crystallographic computing take you in your ca-
reer and what can you do about it? I will reflect on some
advances and side-steps taken through a career where crys-
tallographic software has been the common feature.

In your early career you will be learning useful skills, stay-
ing at the forefront of the field and keeping your options
open for your next move. Developing crystallographic soft-
ware can give you transferable skills and an in-depth knowl-
edge of the fundamentals of the subject. With these skills,
many crystallographic software developers move between
quite different scientific problems during their careers.

I had no experience of crystallography or software develop-
ment when [ started an undergraduate research project de-
veloping methods for visualising and interacting with crys-
tallographic data. I will present some lessons learned along
the way and how I might plan and do things differently with
the benefit of hindsight.
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Promoting and spreading crystallography at all levels of
education: that is the aim of GIG3 — The General Interest
Group on Education in Crystallography - launched at the
ECM in Basel in September 2016. The main objectives of
GIG3 are the creation of a network for the efficient coordi-
nation of common activities and of new projects, and ulti-
mately increasing the awareness of the general public about
the existence, utility and versatility of crystallography as a
field of study and application.

In this session some of the past and ongoing activities of
the Group will be outlined and, more importantly, ideas
and suggestions will be discussed on how to transform the
Group’s tasks into concrete initiatives.
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